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SWEET
CHARITIES

THE VALUE OF NONPROFITS TO TOWNS
0

N THE PERENNIAL effort to save money, budget commit-

tees in both Canaan and Enfield have recommended
against funding nonprofit organizations that p.rovide an
array of social services, from free bus transportation to fuel
assistance to nursing and psychiatric care, to name a few.

gets. ' _
In many towns, such requests are routinely folded into

operating budgets. But Canaan and Enfield have decided

Doug Pettibone, who serves on Enfield’s Budget Com-
mittee, cited “philosophical opposition” as the main reason |
why officials cut the nonprofits out of the general budget.
“Taxpayer money should not go to nonprofit organiza-
tions,” he said.

That’s one point of view. Here’s another: Taxpayer
money should support the commonweal, or common
good. Reasonable people can disagree about what is com-

But it is undeniable that many of
nancial assistance from area towns
that government does not. That’s
partly because county government in the Twin States is
among the weakest in the nation; elsewhere in the United
States, counties (that is, ta
same regional services o
such as Listen Community ¢
Association, Tri-County Caj
Health, Advance Transit and so on. All are attempting to
fill gaps in the safety net, an1 they do so relatively cheaply
and efficiently, without the administrative overhead that
would have to be replicated town by town were localities -
otherwise obliged to provide these same services. If these
nonprofits suffer, so too will the region’s most vulnerable
residents. And — here’s where pennywise turns pound-
foolish — taxpayers would ultimately pay a high price for
the consequences. :

This is something for voters to keep in mind at Town
Meeting, as they consider the costs and benefits of helping
nonprofit groups. Indeed, Marilynn Bourne, executive
director of Listen Community Services, which provides
fuel and housing assistance, pointed out that towns’'

could be shortsighted.
on that these organiza-
burden,” she said, esti-
services provided to Enfield
far greater than the
the town this year.
ion paid more than
last year, amounting to
. The VNA is asking for

As these examples well i
dered by nonprofits is far
contributions. The towns — an
ting a ng the
only ri continue to support nonprofits that
in turn nweal.



